Jocelyne Couture-Nowak
Austin Michelle Cloyd

Austin Michelle Cloyd lived life boldly, seeking new
experiences and embracing those she felt passionate about.
She lived her life with purpose, knowing what she wanted to
accomplish and how to get there.
Born in Charlotte, N.C., to Bryan and Renee Cloyd,
Austin grew up in three university towns before moving to
Blacksburg. She graduated
with honors from Blacksburg
High School in June 2006.
Austin traveled the world
with her family and was
interested in politics and international and environmental
issues. A double major in international studies and French
at Virginia Tech, she took
advantage of every learning
opportunity. She was in the
Honors Program, an officer
in the International Relations Organization, and an active
participant in several model United Nations conferences.
A tall girl with flaming red hair and a bright smile,
Austin played basketball throughout secondary school. She
worked four summers with Appalachia Service Project to
help make homes in rural Appalachia warmer, safer, and drier. She loved children and worked with them as a babysitter,
a day-camp counselor for Fellowship of Christian Athletes, a
group leader for the Champaign-Urbana Service Project, and
a swimming instructor at Tech’s McComas Hall. She enjoyed
reading, scuba diving, music, concerts, college basketball
games, travel, and adventures with friends.
Austin had a brilliant mind, a compassionate heart, and
an iron will. She loved her brother, her parents, and her
entire family. She not only wanted to help others, she did.
Her favorite quote captures much of her outlook on life: “No
one can do everything, but everyone can do something. And
if everyone does something, then together we can change the
world.”
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Jocelyne Couture-Nowak, beloved mother and wife
and a member of the Blacksburg community since 2001,
was engaged in her passion, teaching Intermediate French
at Virginia Tech, when she was killed. Jocelyne was born in
Montreal, Canada, in 1958 and lived both in Quebec and
Nova Scotia before moving to Blacksburg.
Family, friends, students, and colleagues remember
Jocelyn’s community spirit, love of nature, and dedication to
the preservation of her francophone heritage. She would approach anyone she heard speaking French to welcome him or
her to the local francophone community.
Before moving to Virginia, Ms. Couture-Nowak was
instrumental in the development of the École Acadienne de
Truro, Nova Scotia, which opened in 1997 and ensures access
of francophone families to a safe school environment and
French language education.
Jocelyne also taught at the
Nova Scotia Agricultural College
in Truro, in the 1990s, moving to
Blacksburg when her husband was
appointed head of the Department
of Horticulture at Virginia Tech.
Jocelyne’s brutal death contrasts sharply with her peaceful
life, filled with family hikes in the
bucolic countryside of her homes
in the forests of Nova Scotia and
Southwest Virginia, her flowerfilled home gardens, her congenial gatherings of friends and
students, and her cherished family. She died in the school
setting that had been the touchstone of her life.
Jocelyne’s joie de vivre touched all who encountered her.
An unusual blend of energy and grace, she has been described
as “effervescent” and a “vivacious swirl of life force.” She also
brought joy by living joy.
May that spirit, her spirit, be lived by those who remember her so.

