Matthew Joseph La Porte

Jarrett Lee Lane

Jarrett Lee Lane was fun loving and full of spirit. He
had a caring heart and was a friend to everyone he met, both
in his hometown and at Virginia
Tech, where he was a senior in civil
engineering.
Born in Giles County, Va., on
March 28, 1985, Jarrett was raised
in Narrows, Va., by his mother,
Tracey Lane, and always excelled in
sports and academics. He graduated
from Narrows High School with a
4.0 grade point average; participated
in football, basketball, tennis, and
track; played in the band; and participated in clubs and community organizations. He became
the school’s top tennis player and earned all-district honors
in football, basketball, and track. He was the valedictorian of
his graduating class and a graduate of the Southwest Virginia
Governor’s School.
Jarrett realized a long-time goal when he became a Hokie
in fall 2003. While at Virginia Tech, he played intramural
sports and became a member of the Campus Crusade for
Christ. He interned for the Site and Infrastructure Development Department in Virginia Tech Facilities for nearly two
years. As a senior, he was awarded The Stanley and Frances
Cohen Scholarship, a civil engineering scholarship.
Jarrett would have graduated from Virginia Tech in the
2007 Commencement. He had been accepted at the University of Florida’s Coastal Engineering Graduate Program.
Jarrett took great pride in being a Hokie and enjoyed
his experiences at Virginia Tech. He often traveled home on
weekends, visiting family and friends, attending First Baptist
Church, and playing sports with friends.
Jarrett recognized the importance of being a serious
student but, even more so, the importance of living life to its
fullest.
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Matthew J. La Porte, a sophomore majoring in political
science, loved playing music and relished the various challenges he faced as a member of the Virginia Tech Corps of
Cadets.
Born on Nov. 20, 1986, Matt was the son of Joseph
and Barbara La Porte of Dumont, N.J. He had one sister,
Priscilla.
Matt graduated from Carson Long Military Institute in
New Bloomfield, Pa., where he excelled in academics and
leadership and served as drum major of the cadet band.
At Virginia Tech, he was a member of the corps of
cadets and played tenor drum for the Regimental Band, the
Highty-Tighties. His musical expertise led to his selection as
a member of the Southern Colonels, the cadet jazz band. He
was also a Fire Team leader in his company.
Matt was attending college
on an Air Force ROTC scholarship and was working to earn
a commission in the United
States Air Force. His goal was
to be an intelligence officer
once on active duty.
He was a bright student,
and he consistently scored
high marks on his physical
fitness tests; peers admired his
strength and stamina. He demonstrated his enthusiasm for
physical fitness by joining the
Air Force Special Operations
Preparation Team and participating in a rigorous physical
training regimen.
Considerate and mature, Matt was a cadet with unlimited potential who loved a challenge. He was working hard to
prepare for Air Force ROTC summer field training, a 28-day
leadership evaluation.
His family and friends, as well as the faculty and staff at
both Carson Long and Virginia Tech, mourn his passing.

