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Dr. Liviu Librescu 
The revelation that Dr. Liviu Librescu blocked the door 

of his classroom in Norris Hall on the morning of April 
16 so that his students could escape through the windows 
came as no surprise to his family, friends, and colleagues. The 
renowned aeronautical engineering educator and researcher 
had demonstrated profound courage throughout the 76 
years of his life.

As a child in Romania during World War II, Liviu was 
confined to a Jewish ghetto, while his father was sent to 
a forced labor camp. After surviving the Holocaust, Liviu 
moved forward with stalwart determination to become an 
engineer. 

During the rise of the Communist Party in Romania in 
the 1960s, Liviu completed his Ph.D. at the Academy of Sci-
ence of Romania and began to achieve academic prominence. 
When he and his wife wanted to leave Romania for Israel, it 
took them three years and the help of the Israeli government 
to obtain visas. 

Liviu taught at Tel-Aviv University until he spent a year 
on sabbatical at Vir-
ginia Tech. The fam-
ily decided to settle in 
Blacksburg in 1985, and 
Dr. Librescu became one 
of the university’s—and 
the world’s—most 
respected educators and 
researchers in the field of 
aeronautical engineering. 

Dr. Librescu is 
survived by his wife, 
Marlena, and his sons, 
Joseph and Arieh, who 
reside in Israel. During 
his funeral in Israel, Marlena was presented with the Grand 
Cross of Romania, the nation’s highest civilian honor, in 
honor of her husband’s “scientific achievements and heroism.”

Henry J. Lee (Henh Ly)
Henry J. Lee (Henh Ly) was always the one to repair his 

family’s computers, which turned out to be good preparation 
for becoming a computer engi-
neering major at Virginia Tech. 
Henry was the ninth of 10 chil-
dren of Song Ly and Mui Lenh, 
who moved from Vietnam to 
Roanoke, Va., in 1994. 

An academic achiever, 
Henry graduated from William 
Fleming High School’s Inter-
national Baccalaurate Program  
as class salutatorian with a 4.47 

grade point average. He was also a member of the French and 
Beta clubs. At Virginia Tech, he was a dean’s list student even 
as a freshman. 

Henry’s brother, Manh, also attends Virginia Tech, 
and his sister, Chi, has completed her studies in accounting 
and received her degree during the 2007 Commencement 
ceremonies.

Henry was a creative person, interested in origami and 
photography. Additionally, he liked to watch movies and 
hang out with his friends. He will always be fondly remem-
bered by his classmates and teachers as the young man 
with an open smile and zany personality. His Virginia Tech 
classmate Nathan Spady called Henry “an extremely bubbly 
guy, always ready to go.”

“Henry loved his family and was a good son,” writes a 
family friend. One of his proudest moments was becoming 
an American citizen in May 2006. Although the Ly family 
will forever miss their treasured child, they find some com-
fort knowing that Henry died a heroic death while trying to 
help his teacher block their classroom door.




