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Dr. G.V. Loganathan 
The high regard and fondness that students in the 

Charles E. Via Department of Civil and Environmental 
Engineering feel for Dr. G.V. Loganathan is a reflection of the 
fact that they were his top priority. Phrases such as “the best 
professor I ever had,” “the kindest person I’ve ever met,” and 
“incredibly wise and gentle” are common among the tributes 
paid to Dr. Loganathan by undergraduate and graduate 
students.

Born in the state of Tamil Nadu, India, in 1954, G.V. 
journeyed to the U.S. for graduate 
studies at Purdue University, where 
he earned his Ph.D. in civil engineer-
ing. In December 1981, he joined the 
faculty of Virginia Tech and em-
barked on a remarkable career as one 
of the university’s most accomplished 
educators and one of the nation’s most 
respected researchers in the fields 
of hydrology and water resources 
systems.

Virginia Tech recognized Dr. Loganathan’s exceptional 
devotion to students by presenting him with virtually every 
teaching honor offered by the university, including the 2006 
W.E. Wine Award for Excellence in Teaching. 

“Professor Loganathan was an exemplary educator who 
cared greatly for his students and their well-being,” said Dr. 
William R. Knocke, head of the Via department.  “He was 
a kind soul, pure in heart, who taught us through his words 
and actions how to answer the calling to be a teacher, a men-
tor, and a beloved friend.”

Dr. Loganathan is survived by his wife, Usha, and his 
daughters, Uma and Abhi.

Partahi M. “Mora” Lumbantoruan 
Partahi M. “Mora” Lumbantoruan, a Ph. D. student in 

civil engineering, was calm, caring, and talented and was 
always ready to help others.

A native of Indonesia, he was born on April 26, 1972, 
and earned his B.S. and master’s degrees in civil engineering 
at Parahyangan Catholic University. 

Mora came to America in 2004 to earn his doctorate in 
civil engineering at Virginia Tech and joined the Indonesian 
community. He enjoyed football games, grilling saté for the 
international street fair, taking road trips, and engaging in 
spiritual and intellectual discussions. Quiet and shy, he was 
quick to join in lively political discussions, especially those 
relating to Indonesian political affairs.

Mora’s smile was contagious and he 
radiated positive energy that attracted 
and cemented friendships. He loved 
Virginia Tech and devoted himself to 
Tech traditions and the football team.

Mora was admired for his patience, 
wisdom, and compassion for others. 
He could put a smile on the faces of 
stressed friends and help them not to 
worry about little things. He faced each 
day with a positive attitude; put others’ needs before his own; 
and was the son, grandson, nephew, cousin, uncle, husband, 
and father everyone should have. 

As a true hero, Mora spent his final moments on earth 
sacrificing his life to save that of another. If he were here 
today, he would ask us to keep our chins up and to smile. He 
would want us to gain strength from this tragedy and to live 
each day to the fullest. 

“Rest in peace my brother … you will not be forgotten.”




